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FÜLL MANY THERE ARE WHO WILLINGLY DO BIND 

THEMSELVES IN SERVITUDE, NOBLY LONG AND GREAT, 

HUT NONE WHO BIND THEMSELVES MORE HONORABLY THUS 
THAN THOSE WHOSE GLORY IS, THAT THEY ARE, TRULY, 

AS THEY ARE NAMED,— "THE SERVANTS OF MARY." 
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I. 

TO THE 
ETERNAL ONE AND TRIUNE GOl), 

ONLY AUTHOR OF ALL GOOD: 

AND 

IN HONOUR OF 

SAINT PHILIP RENIZI, 

THE SIXTH CENTENARY OF WHÖSE GLORIOLS ENTRY 

INTO HE AVE N 

IS, NOW— WITH MOST SOLEMN FESTIVITIES— 

CELEBRATED IN 

TRIDUUM. 



11. 

PHILIP. 

OF THE NOBLE FAMILY OF BENIZI 

WAS BORN IN FLORENCE, AUG. 13, 1233. 

AS A YOUTH— AT THE UNIVERSITIES OF PARIS AND PADUA— 

HE ACQUIRED FÜLL KNOWLEDGE OF THE NOBLE 

SCIENCES OF MEDICINE AND LAW. 

IN THE 21ST YEAR OF HIS AGE 

HE RETURNED TO HIS NATIVE CITY, AND THERE 

HIS PRIVILEGED SOUL BEHELD, 
—IN GLORIOUS VISION— 

THE 

MOST BLESSED VIRGIN. 

FOR.— ON ENTERING THE CHURCH OF THE FRIARS- 

SERVANTS 

OF MARY— CALLED THE " ANNUNZIATA"— HE 

SAW THE gUEEN OF HEAVEN— IN A 

GOLDEN CHARIOT— (DRAWN BY A 

LAMB AND A LION) AND 

SURROUNDED BY NUMBERS 

OF ATTENDANT ANGELS 

WHO 

OFFERED HIM A BLACK HABIT 

(AS A GIFT FROM HEAVEN) AND, AT 

THE SAME TIME, HE HEARD ADDRESSED TO HIMSELF 

THOSE WORDS WHICH WERE SPOKEN TO THE APOSTLE 

ST. PHILIP;— 

"PHILIP, APPROACH, AND JOIN THYSELF TO THJS CHARIOT." 

IN THE SAME NIGHT OUR BLESSED LADY AGAIN 

APPEARED TO HIM, AND COMMANDED HIM TO 

ENTER THE ORDER OF HER SERVANTS. 



III. 

PHILIP. 

(HAVING BEEN RECEIVED INTO THE 

ORDER OF THE FRIARSSER\ANTS OF MARY 

BY THE BLESSED BLONFILIL'S,— 

AND. IN ORDER TO SERVE GOD MORE FREELY,) KETIRED 

INTO A SOLITARY GROTTO ON MONTE SENAKIO,— 

NOW BECOME CELEBRATED BV HIS SAME, AND ALSO BY 

A CRYSTAL SPRING WHICH IS SAID TO HAVE liEEN 

ORIGINATED THERE BY HIS COPIOUS TEARS. 

CONTRARY TO HIS HLMBLE WISHES— 

HE WAS, SOON AFVERWARDS, 

ELECTED 

GENERAL OF THE ORDER OF FRIARS-SERVANTS OF .MARY. 

HE SENT HIS BRETHRES INTO SCYTHIA TO WIN SOULS 

TO CHRIST; AND JOURNEYING NEARLY THROUGH 

ALL EUROPE, HE HIMSELF ESTABLISHED 

CONFRATERNITIES OF OUR LADY OF DOLOURS. 

EVERYWHERE PROPAGATING HIS ORDER 

BY THE BRILLIANT EXAMPLE OF 

HIS VIRTUES. 

HE ALSO VISITED MANY PARTS 

OF ITALY. RECONCILIN(i CONTENDING F.\CTIONS, 

AND CONVERTING NLMBERLESS SINNERS TO 

JESUS CHRIST 

WHOSE CRUCIITED IMAGE 

HE ALWAYS TOUCHINGLY CALLED 

" MY BOOK." 



IV. 

PHILIP, 

WHOSE NAME AND FAME BECAME WIDESPREAD, 

WAS SOON SOUGHT AFTER BY THE COLLEGE OF CARDINALS 

(ASSEMBLED AT VITERBO), IN ORDER THAT THEY MIGHT 

RAISE HIM TO THE DIGNITY OF THE SUPREME PONTIFICATE. 

BUT, 

HÜMBLY JUDGING HIMSELF TO BE UNWORTHY 

OF THIS CROWNING GLORY, HE SECRECTLY FLED TO 

THE SOLITUDE OF MONTAGNATA, WHERE, BY HIS PRAYERS, 

A WONDERFULLY HEALING VIRTUE WAS COMMUNICATED 

TO THOSE WARM SPRINGS WHICH ARE NOW 

KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AS 

THE BATHS OF ST. PHILIP. 

WORN OUT BY HIS RIGOROUS FASTS, AND VIGILS, AND 

LABOURS; AND ALREADY FOREWARNED OF HIS APPROACHING 

DEATH, HE REPAIRED TO TODI, AND ENTERING THE 

CHÜRCH OF OUR BLESSED LADY, HE KNELT 

BEFORE HER ALTAR, SAYING THESE WORDS,— 

"THIS IS THE PLACE OF MY REST V 

ON THE FEAST OF OUR LADY'S ASSUMPTION, HE WAS 

SEIZED BY A FATAL ILLNESS; AND, DYING ON 

THE OCTAVE OF THE FEAST, PROVED 

THE PROPHETIC NATURE OF HIS WORDS 



V. 

PHILIP. 

(GUILELESS AXD SIXLESS.) 

WAS SINGULARLY HOXOUREÜ BY THE ANGELS, 

FOR, WHEN HE FIRST STOOD AT THE HOLY ALTAR 

TO OFFER TO GOÜ THE ADORABLE " SACRIFICE OF PRAISE" 

THE HOSTS OF HEAVENS AXGELIC CHOIRS WERE HEARD 

TO SING— IX RAPTUROUS STRAIXS— THEIR THRICE-REPEATED 

"SAXCTUS, SAXCTUS, SAXCTUS"! 
WHEN THE FRIARS OF ARREZZO WERE REDUCED 

TO ALMOST A STATE OF STARVATIOX, HE FOUXD A 
TABLE REFLEX ISHED WITH BREAD SUPPLIED BY 

THE AXGELS. 

« 

AND, WHEX, (IN THE FORESTS OF GERMANY) 

HE LOST HIS WAY, THE ANGELS— UXDER THE 

FORM OF SHEPHERDS— BECAME HIS GUIDES, 

AXD FOUXD HIM FOOD AXD HOSPITALITY. 

HIS GREAT CHARITY AXD ITS EFFICACY MAY 

BE SEEN THUS: ONE DAY HE GAVE HIS OWX 

GAFMENTS TO A POOR MAN WHO ASKED FOR ALMS ; 

AND, BY SIMPLE TOUCH OF THIS TUNIC, THE 

RECIPIENT WAS CURED OF LEPROSY. 

PHILIP BENIZI, 

EMINENT IN SANCTITY, 

WAS RAISED TO THE HONOURS OF THE SAINTS 

BY 
POPE CLEMENT X. 



\ 




-u«. 



* I '• "• : iüa 



. ^ . • » 



M 







\. 



■ I 

'I 



1 



I- 



•^^^^ 



^f^i^m^r 




\ 




